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Art. III. — On the Site of Caranus, and the Island of Ar-RuAd 
( J\,J\ )f the Arvad or Arpad of Scripture. By the late 
Captain Newbold, F.H.S., $•<?. 

Stiiaho describes Caranus as the inaritimo arsenal of Aradus, lietwccn 
Balnnca ami Enliydrn,' and Pocooko recognises it. in " tlio placo to 
which boats conio from the isle of Huad, which is about half a milo to 
tlic N. of the present wall of Tortosa; but the port for shipping," ho 
continues, " is doubtless whero it is now — between tlio island and the 
continent." Had this learned traveller pursued his investigations a 
little farther up tho sea-coast to tho N. ho would have discovered 
the real sito of Caranus, in a port and adjacent ruins, about a mile 
northerly from the landing-place of wliich ho speaks. Theso ruins 
are called to this day, by the Arabs, Caranun ^.y Jf , a corruption of 
the Greek Knpvvot: or, what is possible, the Greek name might have 
been a corruption of tho more ancient and original Syrian appellation, 
to which tho Arabs have returned, as they havo dono in tho case of 
the adjacent island of Ruml, tho Arvad or Arphad of Scripture, and 
which the Greeks converted into Arados, 'A/«i£o?. The present Arabic 
name, with the article, which is invariably used with it, would bo still 
nearer the ancient name, for instance, Ar Ruud jl, Jl . Tlicro are 
many cases in which the Arabs have rejected tho names imposed by 
their Grecian and Roman conquerors on their cities, and returned 
to the original ones; as in Beyriit, Acca, Bnniiis, Tidmur, for Colonia 
Julia Felix, Ptolemais, Cicsarca Philippi, Palmyra, and many others. 
Emesa was a corruption for Horns, Nc, 

The port of Caranun is small, but moro sheltered than any othor 
on this part of tho coast; and is partly natural, partly artificial. It. is 
formed by a small bay or cove, from the S. horn of which a rocky reef 
runs northerly, in a parallel direction to tho general lino of coast, and 
nearly across tho mouth of tho bay, leaving an entrance for vessels on 
the N.W. The reef has been improved by masonry (which litis been 
almost entirely carried off by tho Arabs for building purposes), and 
acts as a breakwater, leaving tho water inside perfectly calm and 
tranquil. Near tho N. extremity of tho bay the remains of a molo 
may be traced, running towards the N. end of the breakwater. 

The most prominent part of the ruins is a mound from twenty-five 

1 Strabo, xvi. 703. 



ON THE SITE OF CAIIANUS. 33 

to thirty feet high, rising from the sea-shore at the bottom of the bay, 
and about a quarter of a milo in circumference, consisting of fragments 
of pottery, stones, earth, glass, and sand. Around its bosoj inland, 
foundations of cut stono extond to the distance of several hundred 
yards, but aro fast disappearing under the hands of the Arabs, who are 
digging thorn up, and shipping tho largo and finely-cut blocks to 
various towns on the coast. Fragments of columns, basalt, and mill- 
stones, are occasionally turned up. Tho springs of Ain Caranun, 
which supplied tho town and port, lio towards the base of tho hills at 
tho custom boundaries of tho ruins. 

Tho mound boars N. C 3 E. from Tortosa, tho Tartus (w»L> Ja of 
tho Arabs, from which it lios about two miles. Pococke's landing- 
place lies nearly midway; its distance from Tartus being nearer a 
milo than half a milo, as stated by that traveller. 

The island of Ar-lluad. — Tho island of Ar-ltuad, according to the 
plan given by Pocockc, is a rock of an irregular trapezoidal shape, 
about 1000 paces across its longest axis. It is supposed to have been 
first colonized by Arvad, son of Canaan, and subsequently by somo 
Sidonians, who bad boon banished from their own country. A triple 
colony from Arvad, Tyro, and Sidon, is supposed to have founded 
Tripoli. Arvad long maintained its independence, like Tyre and 
Sidon, as a great maritime colony; and subsequently as a republic. 
Its territory on tho adjacent continent extended from Gabala (Jcbili) 
to Orthosia and the river Klcuthcrus. It was reduced by Sennacherib 
and the Persians, and shared in tho subsequent fortunes of Syria. By 
tho Greeks it was styled Aradus, and, according to Dionysius, was 
formerly joined to tho continent by a bridge, of which I could find no 
vestigo. It had a coinage of its own, several specimens of which are 
still extant. Its population in Strabo's time was so great that tho 
island was covered with houses, which, as ground-room was scant, 
wcro raised many stories high. 

In EdrisiV tiino it was woll inhabited, with a very largo church, 
high and strong, with iron doors, liko a sort of citadel. In tho 
seventeenth century it was taken by tho Maltese, but they wcro 
shortly afterwards surprised and expelled by tho Turks, who have 
ever sinco retained possession, except during tho brief occupation of 
Syria by tho Egyptian troops, under Ibrahim Pasha. 

This island city, strong by position, and in tho bold independent 
spirit of its industrious inhabitants, enjoyed the privilege of a city of 
refuge, in tho protection of all persons who sought it as an asylum. 

' Fronch edition, Vol. I., p. 359, wliorc the name of the island is spell j\,.\ . 
VOL. xvl. 'O 
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It is still occasionally used as a place of concealment by fugitives 
from the continent. Its port, which is partly artificial, and situated on 
the N.E. side of tho island, is one of the deepest and most sccuro 
between Scanderoon and Alexandria, although small. In rough 
weather all the native craft of the opposite town of Tartus and other 
adjacent places along tho coast, take rcfugo bore: and it is a great 
placo of resort for vessels, engaged in tho staple trado of this part 
of Syria, viz., tobacco and sponges. 

Population. — In Pococko's timo the population amounted to about 
1500. lu 1845 it was composed of about 300 Moslim families, and 20 
Greek, in all about 1000 souls, under a Turkish Mutscllim, Mahomed 
Libeidi. Volney appears to bo in error in stating the island to bo 
deserted and all tho walls razed: "II no rcsto pas tin mur de cottc foulo 
dc maisons qui, scion lo recit do Strabon, etaiont bfities a plus d'etages 
qii'a Homo m(tmo. Aujourd'hui l'ilo est rnso, ot descrto." This error 
lias been copied into more than one work. The island, I am assured, 
lias never been deserted. There is no spring of living water on tho 
island; but tboro exist large cisterns, somo thirty fcot deep, cut in tho 
rock, under almost every house; a fact noticed by Strabo (p. 75!)), 
who tolls us that tho A radians drink tho water of their cisterns, which 
(hoy (ill with water brought from Iho coast of tho main. In timo of 
war, ho continues, they uso tho water of a sourco which springs up in 
the sea between tho island and the main : and which is procured 
by means of a leaden vessel (*-\/'/J«i'o«) shaped liko a bell, with a largo 
mouth, and a small aperture in its upper part, to which was attached 
a leathern pipo which conducted the water of tho spring a little abovo 
tho surface. Tho water, which at first ascends, is described as being 
salt; but afterwards as becoming nioro and nioro pure. Volney states 
that the tradition even of such a spring no longor exists: "La tradition 
n'a pas memo conscrvi 1 mix environs lo souvenir d'uno sourco d'eau 
douce, qui les Aradicns avaiont deeouverto au fond do la mor, ot qu'ils 
cxploitaient, en temps do guerre, au moyen d'uno cloche do plonib, ot 
d'un tiiyan do cuir adapte a son fond." 

Volney, in this instance also, appears to bavo been misinformed, 
for, about half a. mile south of tho port of Caraunn, about a stono's 
throw distant from the shore, in tho sen, a spring of fresh water rises 
to the surfaco called by tho Arabs Ain el Ibrahim, and which in 
calm weather is seen boiling up and displacing tho surrounding sea- 
water. Nearly opposite to it is tho frcsh-walor spring of Ain el liar un 
(Aaron's spring,) which rises in a small creek, and displaces tho sea- 
water around it in a similar manner. I tasted tho water near tho spot 
whore it rises, and found it perfectly swoct and good ; but at a littlo 
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distance, it becomes saline. Close in the vicinity sovcral small springs 
gush out near the edge of the sea. The people of A r- It mid at tho 
present day arc in tho habit of coining in boats, and filling their 
cisterns in the summer time from theso sources. 

My fellow traveller, tho Hot. Mr. Thomson, American Missionary 
at Heyrfit, copied tho following inscriptions from pillars of basalt on 
the island of Ar-Uuad. 



Fikht Column. 

ap1eton a2kaiu1iaaoy 
iepa12 ap02 2ehastoy 
hpo boyaonton nayaa 
2antjin aoyn02 y bgbej 



Sbcond Column. 
tun \m fsa eki Est o ahmos 

f»a AEKMON fS? AIAION 

r~;s ks rss aekmoy yion 
kiiapxon stoao marsa 

EYN KSS E ENEKEN BBII 



Tinui) Column. 

HBOYAII KAI O AHMOS 
APAAUJN AAMIN MNA2EOY 
Al'Ol'AN OMH2ANTA KAAflS 
KAI "MAOTEIMflS EN Til ZOT 
KTEI TIMH2 KAI EYNOIA2 
XAl'IN 



Fouiith Column. 

flYx 

KOMIIOAO 

1II1AIO 



Firm Column. 

11 1IOYAI1 KAI O 

A HMOS 
ANTIOXON AMHOPPOY 

■rorroY KAI MAl'IOKa 
N02 KAAJ12 1TAMMA 

TEY2 AN TA 

■rns'ffiTEi 

TEIMH2 XAl'IN 



Kuom So.ua hi; Ulock 
ov Thai 1 . 

tvavsamnn boyaii 

C2H73IPK1 INION2EKOYN 

tiara xon siikipiis opa 

SOUTHS KIIAPXON 6 
K1INANTEMITPO 
YIOYAIOYAArr'Un 
APXON I OY 10YAAI SM3 WtH 

POIION2YPKS1 
ftl AEl'EftN02 E 



Fkom Second Squahf. Block 
of Thai*. 

ii i\o<^nzztfMmr.mm 
oa 1 1 r*.f s vu i a ras rra m\ 

MAPKONt?'irriMION 
MAPOYYION'I'ABIA 
MAI'NON EKATONTAPXIIN 
AIPEON02A2K;jjINll2 
TON EAYTON IIOAITIIN 
EYNOIA KAI TE1MH2 XAPIN 



In tho statements of the ancients there is some discrepancy as 
to the distance of this island from tho main. Strabo gives twenty 
stadia (about two miles), while Pliny makes it only two hundred 
paces, "duceutos passus a coiitincnto" (Hist. v. 17.). How this 

D 2 
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difference) originated, whether by mistake or by oscillations of the 
surface of the const and of tho island itself, is difficult to say; but 
more probably the former. Pococke thinks we bad hotter add two 
thousand to the two hundred of Pliny, and so make the 200 paces 
2200. 

By a base-lino measured along tho coast south of Tartiis, I found 
tho island's approximate present distnnco from the main to bo 2950 
yards; and its distance from Tartiis itself 4237 yards S. 3S° W. The 
rocky islet of Abeit, a little south of Ar-Buad, bears from Tortus 

s.irw. 

Tho geography of this part of the coast of- Syria has boon laid 
down in a very unsatisfactory manner by the ancionts; and the state- 
ments even of more modern travellers, Pococke and Maundrcll, are at 
varianco on certain points. The Jerusalem Itinerary, after Banilin, 
mentions tho bounds of Coole-Syria and Phcnnipia boforo Marnccne and 
Antaradus; while Ptolemy, on tho contrary, places Antaradus in tho 
Casiotis of Seloucis: between Antaradus and Tripoli ho mentions Iiniirn 
and Orthosia. In the tables, Orthosia is twelve miles N. of Tripoli, 
which is tho distance at which tho Jerusalem Itinerary places Bruttus. 
Ptolemy places Orthosia and Semyra in Phoenicia; while tho Itinerary 
excludes them, by drawing tho northern boundary of Phcor.icia south of 
Aren. 



